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January 24, 2019 
 
Letter from our Principal 
Dear Bridgeport Families, 
  
I would like to take a moment to update you on our process to address concerns brought forward related to our 
English only program.  As you know, beginning in November, we held a series of meetings with families and staff to 
discuss these concerns with members of our school community. The goals for this process were to solicit feedback, 
address concerns and identify possible solutions for addressing them. Earlier this week at a community meeting, 
families gathered to give feedback on some potential options identified in this process.  The purpose of this meeting 
was to gather feedback and additional information and share ideas. This was not a decision-making meeting and no 
solutions were formalized at this meeting. 
  
The following options were discussed at the meeting: 
 
Option 1: This option that was discussed at the meeting would unblend our split classes on the English only strand, 
making two grade level classes per grade.  The earliest that this would take place would be next fall. 
 
Option 2: This option would create a TWI magnet school, expanding the Bridgeport attendance area for TWI students 
while the English only program would shift to other Tualatin schools.  This is an option that would require a great deal 
of research to determine if and how it would fit into our Bridgeport community. This process would take a year or more 
to put in place, if at all. 
 
A number of factors are being considered, including funding and budget details that are still unknown.  Please see the 
letter from Superintendent Rieke-Smith for more information regarding the support from the district. I can assure you 
that our district leadership is dedicated to supporting our students and responding to the concerns of our community. 
 
I will continue to keep you informed and will pass all updates on to you as soon as I have them.  In the meantime, I 
would love to hear your thoughts. Please feel free to contact me directly or use the following link to give feedback: 
https://tinyurl.com/yd7bhylr. 
 
Our Bridgeport students are absolutely incredible and so is our Bridgeport community.  I sincerely appreciate your 
communication and support as we navigate these concerns and their solutions.  I am excited about continuing to move 
forward together. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jordan Mills 
Principal 
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A Message from Superintendent Rieke-Smith: 
My sincere thanks to everyone who has contributed to the process of working to address concerns at Bridgeport 
related to English only split classes over the past few months. I have great respect for your dedication to your 
community school and honor the work that you all have done to advocate for your students and for change. It is clear 
that we are all invested in creating a vibrant and thriving learning community here at Bridgeport for all our students. 
That is the priority for this process and what continues to drive all of us to find a solution everyone can align with. 
  
Thank you to the parents and staff that attended the information sessions this past Tuesday. I was inspired by both the 
collaborative problem-solving spirit that led the staff conversation and the uncompromised passion we heard and felt 
from the parents. I came away from those meetings dedicated to fight for the resources that will bring quality of 
programming and experience to all students within the Bridgeport community. 
  
Now the work begins. As I discussed Tuesday, the Oregon legislative session kicked off this week in Salem. I will be 
dedicating my time to working alongside my peers from across the state to secure the necessary funds to responsibly 
invest in our schools and our students. I sincerely appreciate hearing from the parents who have asked how they can 
help with this process and I will be reaching out to solicit your help. There are several ways your voice and your talents 
can contribute to our collective efforts. 
  
Lastly, my commitment to you is to do everything I can to secure the resources necessary to bring single grade level 
classes back to the English program and enhance the learning experience for all students. My staff and I will continue 
to focus our attention on putting everything in place, budget permitting, next fall. 
  
As always, I welcome your feedback and encourage anyone with questions or concerns to call my office. I look 
forward to continuing to work with all of you to create a strong and sustainable Bridgeport community. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Dr. Sue Rieke-Smith 
Superintendent 
Tigard-Tualatin School District 
 
Dates to remember  
1/30 STEMagination Night 6-8pm 
1/31 Bridgeport Family Multicultural Potluck 5:30-6:30 
2/1 No School, teacher work day 
2/4 No School, teacher work day 
2/7 Watch D.O.G.S. pizza night 6:30-7:30p 
2/11 - 2/16 Coin Drive 
 
 
Come to STEMagination Night! 
Wednesday, January 30th 6-8pm 
Fun for everyone in the family! 
Pizza will be available for purchase 
We will have fun learning stations! 
 
 

 



 
Nurse corner 
How Does Screen Time Affect Children’s Brains? 
Children who reported more than two hours a day of screen time got lower scores on thinking and language tests. Researchers 
from the National Institutes of Health in Canada are studying how screen time is related to children's brain development. They've 
discovered children who average seven hours of screen time a day have a thinner cortex, although they don't know if that's 
caused by the screen time or something unrelated.  
 
The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends: 

● For children ages 2 to 5 years, limit screen use to 1 hour per day of high-quality programs.  
● Parents should co-view media with children to help them understand what they are seeing and apply it to the world around 

them. 
● For children ages 6 and older, place consistent limits on the time spent using media and the types of media 
● Make sure media does not take the place of adequate sleep, physical activity and other behaviors essential to health.  
● Designate media-free times together, such as dinner or driving.  
● Design media-free locations at home, such as bedrooms. 

 
Head Lice 
Anyone can get head lice... mainly through direct head-to-head contact but also from sharing hats, brushes and other personal 
items. Head lice are a problem in many communities and are not due to poor hygiene or social status. Please do your part to 
prevent the spread of this condition by checking your child(ren) daily for the next few weeks, and on a regular basis thereafter. 
Lice infestation is much easier to treat if caught early. If you discover your child has head lice, please notify the school, your child’s 
daycare or babysitter and the parents of your child’s playmates. This is the best way to protect your family and our community. 
 
Kinder Registration Begins on February 5th!  
To be eligible, a child must 5 yrs old on or before September 1, 2019. Please bring your child’s birth certificate, proof of address 
and immunization records  to complete the enrollment. You can pick up a registration packet on or after February 5th. You are 
also welcome to come to our Kinder Sign-Up Evening on February 13th at 6:30pm!  
 
Watch D.O.G.S. 
On February 7 from 6:30 to 7:30 pm we will have our first annual ‘Dads and Kids’ Pizza Night at our school. We will meet in the                           
school cafeteria at 6:30 pm for FREE pizza and drinks. At 6:45 pm we will have a presentation about our WATCH D.O.G.S.®                      

(Dads Of Great Students) Program. WATCH D.O.G.S.® is an innovative program being used by schools across America which is                   
positively impacted by the committed involvement of fathers and father-figures in their student’s life. Our goal is to have dads                    
spend at least one day this year at the school to be a positive male role model and to provide an extra set of eyes and ears.  
 
School Based Health Centers (SBHC) in Tigard and Tualatin & Exclusion Date 
We would like to remind you about the upcoming Exclusion Day, February 20, 2019. 
 
Tigard SBHC immunization clinic day: Wednesday, February 13, 2019, from 8:30-4:00 
Tualatin SBHC immunization clinic day: Thursday, February 14, 2019, from 8:30-4:00 
 

● Students 14 and under need to have a legal guardian present. 
● Students over 15 can come in on their own, but ID and insurance information are required. 
● We take most major insurances, except Kaiser. *Please bring proof of insurance coverage. 
● Patients will be billed according to their ability to pay. Proof of income is required to be eligible for a discount. 

*No patient will be turned away for their inability to pay. Please ask front desk staff for more information. The Tigard and Tualatin 
School-Based Health Centers (SBHC) specialize in pediatric primary care, child and adolescent counseling, as well as 
preventative pediatric dentistry. We serve all students and employees in TTSD.  

 


